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Abstract

This research aims to reform curriculum as well as create new pedagogy.

University students in Taiwan who are used to mobile device environment tend to be
reluctant to read hard copies and rarely access to international news. These shortages
results in collective attitude of indifference to world development. This research is
based on five-year teaching experience in international relations (IR) as general
education curriculum between 2014-2018 at both National Taiwan University of Arts
(NTUA) as well as N2 Summer School. Unlike learning IR through films, this principal
investigator, with multiple years of international news gathering experience and Ph.D.
In diplomacy, applies Pulitzer Prize photos as horizontal axis and international
background of the year as vertical axis to dialogue with IR theories.
This research launches experiments by teaching three classes with different curriculum
design and pedagogy. Expected research outcomes include curriculum reform by
integrating Pulitzer prize photos into IR teaching material and pedagogy innovation
through DISK approach (discussion, interaction, small-groups, and knowledge).

This study finds that teacher’s teaching style and teaching method are two crucial
variables influencing students’ learning performance. Based on the observations and
comparison of three groups (ABC) of the second semester 2018, all three groups of
students are largely satisfied with the same teacher’s teaching topics on international
relations. But the differences of teaching methods influence group satisfaction. The C
group (10am-12 noon of Thursday morning), which is required to implementing DISK
peer interaction and semester-end poster presentation, is significantly satisfied with
learning performance compare with two other groups (A and B). Groups A and B are
happy with teacher’s teaching style but their assessment on the teaching methods vary
and diversify.

The research outcome is replicable by peer faculty in teaching IR. Students in
NTUA can benefit from it by increasing learning motivations and empowering learning

outcome.

Key Words: international relations, pedagogy, peer learning, general education,

curriculum design
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